Lessons In Sacrifice by George, Brandi
Masthead Logo The Iowa Review
Volume 43
Issue 3 Winter 2013/2014 Article 5
Winter 2013
Lessons In Sacrifice
Brandi George
Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview
Part of the Creative Writing Commons
This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an
authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.
Recommended Citation
George, Brandi. "Lessons In Sacrifice." The Iowa Review 43.3 (2013): 15-15. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.7263
15
brandi george
LESSONS IN SACRIFICE
Let’s say you’re a bridge operator          Mother lectures
you lift for ships       lower for trains      I’m the only one
in first grade                    when your son catches his coat
in the gears      whose fingers form the Vulcan sign
for live long and prosper      you must drop the bridge
and crush him             so I make little spring bunnies
saving hundreds            by dipping my hands in paint
Mother says              a Witness is chased by soldiers
as self-punishment     for forgetting they symbolize
Easter    there’s a river   too wide to cross       I walk
barefoot through thistles          yet he says “Jehovah”
stand in the dark basement for hours          and leaps
to safety       the clouds thunder         whoever sins
against Him                       will be erased from the book
